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Facts about HPV and cervical cancer 

A few basics: 

� Cervical cancer is caused by untreated cases 
of Human Papillomavirus (HPV). 

� HPV is often hard to detect, and many cases 
clear up on their own. 

� HPV is very common—more than 80% of women 
will be infected by HPV by the time they turn 
50. And, more than 10,000 women will be 
diagnosed with cervical cancer each year. 

� Women should get a Pap test once a year to 
test for cervical cancer. 

The new vaccine: 

� Gardasil has been approved for girls between 
the ages of 9 and 26. This new vaccine has 
also been recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC).  

� Studies show the new vaccine is 100% 
effective at preventing the infections with the 
HPV types that account for 70% of cervical 
cancers. 

� At $360 (3 shots are required) per vaccine, 
Gardasil is not covered by many health 
insurance companies, thus making it 
prohibitively expensive for many families. 

Additional resources:  
American Cancer Society: www.cancer.org  
Say Something! www.say-something.org 
Centers for Disease Control: www.cdc.gov 
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When I saw the commercials for the new 
vaccine that combats the human 
papillomavirus (HPV), I cheered for joy, 
despite knowing that this medical 
breakthrough, one that could possibly 
eradicate the cause of 70% of all cervical 
cancers, came too late for me.  At 35, I 
am too old to benefit from the shot. 
 
I’m 35, but my daughter is almost two.  
She's just in time.  One decade from now 
she will be old enough to begin the cycle 
of vaccinations, three separate shots that 
today cost $360.  One decade from now 
they will likely cost much more, but I 
will make sure she gets them.  After all, I 
have the resources, the information, and 
the energy to make it happen. 
 
The significant cost of the vaccine, trade-
named Gardasil, is what’s driving efforts 
to make states across the country require 
the vaccine for preteen girls.  If the 
vaccine is mandatory for school entrance, 
insurance companies and state-sponsored 
health programs will be compelled to pay 
for it.  The Centers for Disease Control 
itself has recommended that girls 
currently ages 11-12 begin getting 
vaccinated.  Thanks to the vaccination 
requirements put in place by the CDC, I 
have already protected my daughter 
against measles, mumps, whooping 
cough, diphtheria, tetanus, polio, 
meningitis, hepatitis, and chicken pox.  
Do I have any doubts about giving her 
vaccine to protect against a deadly 
cancer?  Hardly. 
 

So why has my cheering suddenly 
turning into jaw-clenching?  Why have 
Minnesota state representatives backed 
off on a bill that would make this vaccine 
a requirement for all girls in our state? 
 
The response of social conservatives to 
the issue has been unsurprising.  They 
feel the vaccine would remove a barrier 
to teens engaging in premarital sex 
(though a greater wit than mine noted 
that just because we vaccinate kids 
against tetanus, we don’t expect they’ll 
suddenly go step on a rusty nail).  What I 
didn’t expect was the chorus of outrage 
on the middle to left end of the political 
spectrum.  These voices are shouting 
their outrage that the pharmaceutical 
company behind the vaccine, Merck & 
Co., is placing undue pressure on state 
governments.  After all, Merck stands to 
make bucketloads of money if its new 
product is mandated by law. 
 
Well, what’s wrong with that?  If you 
believe in good old-fashioned American 
capitalism, isn’t that a good thing?  Huge 
wads of cash for Merck will drive other 
researchers into the lab to find cures for 
other diseases affecting women.  Could 
the day come when a shot could 
eradicate breast cancer?  Ovarian cancer?  
The metastatic colon cancer that is 
threatening the life of my dear friend Liz, 
who is only 35 years old herself?  35 is 
not old when you’re staring mortality in 
the face. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

From the President: The HPV Vaccine Debate 
By Shannon Drury 

Shannon Drury’s daughter, Miriam 



Reflections on a Wonderful Writer—In Memoriam: Moll y Ivins 
By Kathleen Ahrens 

This article was several days late 
getting to the editor because as part of 
my research, I decided to reread two 
early collections of Molly Ivins’ 
columns. She is so wonderfully 
entertaining that I had to finish both 
books.  

You may or may not have noted the 
recent death of Molly, author and 
newspaper columnist. Molly died of 
breast cancer after battling the disease 
for years. I won’t go into details of her 
career, except to point out that Molly 
worked for a short time at the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune before 
returning to her beloved Texas. If you 
have not read her work, do yourself a 
huge favor and google Molly Ivins. 
There are many entries, but the one 
called Molly Ivins Tribute will take 
you to a site which includes access to 
many of her 2006/2007 columns.   Not 
convinced? I’ll quote just a few: 

In “Shrub: The Short but Happy 
Political Life of George W. Bush,” 

Molly describes him:  “Bush has 
learned to dance with the Christian 
Right. It has been interesting and 
amusing to watch the process.  
Interesting because it’s sometimes hard 
to tell who’s leading and who’s 
following; amusing because when a 
scion of Old Yankee Money gets 
together with a televangelist with too 
much Elvis, the result is 
entertainment.” 

In “Nothin’ but Good Times Ahead,” a 
collection of columns about the 1992 
campaign between Bush Senior and 

Clinton, a column titled “When Clinton 
Talks, People Listen and Vice Versa,” 
Molly writes, “Bush probably made a 
mistake when he told the evangelical 
crowd in Dallas last weekend that the 
Democrats left GOD out of their 
platform. An Episcopalian really 
should know better than to try to out-
Bible a couple of Baptist Boys.” 

I last heard Molly in person at the 2004 
March for Women’s Lives. She, Sarah 
Weddington, and Ann Richards talked 
about reproductive choice at the 
Reagan Building before the march 
started. I wish I had more notes, but I 
was just so thrilled that Molly looked 
well (her cancer had been diagnosed in 
2000 or so) that I just wanted to stay in 
the moment with all three of them. 
Molly Ivins was a wonderful feminist, 
a brilliant writer, and so thoroughly 
loved her country and her fellow 
human beings, foibles and all. She 
should be required reading in every 
Political Science class.   
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"Having breast cancer is  

massive amounts of no fun.  

First they mutilate you;  

then they poison you;  

then they burn you.  

I have been on blind dates  

better than that."  

Molly Ivins, “Who Needs Breasts, 

Anyway?"  Time Magazine, 2002 

In Memoriam: Jane E. Hogdson, MD, January 23, 1915—October 23, 2007 
By Shannon Kranzler Burdsal 

When long-time activist and abortion-
rights pioneer Jane Hodgson passed away 
last October, Minnesota NOW lost one of 
our own. 

Dr. Hodgson was a physician, activist, 
and advocate. Her professional and 
personal life focused on protecting 
women’s lives – all women, regardless of 
race, status, or age. She spent her entire 
life championing women’s access to 
contraception and abortion and their right 
to make reproductive choices for 
themselves. Dr. Hodgson directly 
changed and improved the lives of her 
patients, but her work has benefited all 
our lives. 

During her medical training, Dr. Hodgson 
had been taught that abortion was 
immoral. But as she treated women in her 
private practice in St. Paul, she began to 
believe that the laws restricting women’s 
reproductive freedom were immoral and 

that it was poor public health policy to 
deny women the right to plan their own 
pregnancies. 

 In 1970, she challenged Minnesota’s law 
prohibiting abortion (except cases of 
therapeutic abortion). Therapeutic 
abortion was legal when a woman’s life 
was threatened by the pregnancy, but 
only after lengthy review and approval by 
a hospital committee. 

After her petition to overturn the abortion 
law was overturned, she went ahead and 
performed an abortion on a 23-year-old 
married mother of three with rubella, a 
condition that can cause birth defects. She 
was arrested, convicted, and in November 
1970 was sentenced to 30 days in jail 

with a year’s probation. Her sentence was 
suspended during a three-year period of 
appeals and in January 1973 the US 
Supreme Court handed down the Roe v. 
Wade decision which overturned her 
conviction. 

 Dr. Hodgson was a tireless crusader for 
women’s health rights. She deliberately 
broke the law, risking her personal 
freedom and professional career, hoping 
for a guilty verdict so she could challenge 
the law in court. She knew this was the 
only way to influence change, so that one 
day abortion would be just another 
medical procedure. 

We are still far from that day. 

“Women have always had abortions and they’re going to continue to do so 
and having a law isn’t going to change it one iota. And by making it legal, 
we can make it safe so that women and their children will be safer. 
Subsequent pregnancies will be safer overall.” Jane E. Hogdson, MD 
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Others gripe that the vaccine hasn’t been 
adequately tested, citing Merck’s track 
record with its recalled drug Vioxx, or 
worse, reminding the world of the 
disaster that was thalidomide.  I don’t 
recall a similar uproar over Lunesta, 
Vesicare, Boniva, Caduet, Cymbalta, 
Cialis, or any other heavily advertised 
drug that’s been approved by the FDA 
within the last five years.   Every drug 
has a risk, and Gardasil’s have been 
tested and found minimal.  Deliberately 
warping one drug’s risks to score 
political points is at best, mean-spirited, 
and at worst, deadly. 
 
To the those on the right I say: the next 
generations' bodies do not belong to us.  
Their bodies are their own.  We must 
give them the resources to protect those 
bodies; anything less would be 
unconscionable.  But what they end up 

doing with those bodies is their own 
business.  
 
To those on the left I say: this vaccine 
must be mandatory to ensure that all 
children have the chance to get it.  
Without the state’s mandate, girls who 
rely on Minnesota Care will be left out 
and left behind.  Opt your daughter out if 
you wish; that’s your right.  But do not 
put the health of every other girl in our 
state at risk. 
 
Please join me in encouraging our state 
senators and representatives to revisit a 
state requirement for the HPV vaccine in 
upcoming sessions.  I wrote in my last 
newsletter column how I feel deeply that 
every child in our community must be 
raised with love, compassion, and 
dignity.  Protecting the health of our 
state’s daughters is one way we can start 
putting that ideal into action.   

FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued from page 1) 

Activists from multiple chapters 
contributed to the success of the 
NOW Prairie States Regional 
Women of Color and Allies 
(WOCA) Summit on March 24. 
WOCA was enacted by the 
National Board to ensure that 
critical issues that affect women of 
color are being addressed 
nationally. The event was held at 
the Jack Pine Community Center in 
Minneapolis, a historic location for  
many NOW members, suggested by MN 
NOW State President Shannon Drury for 
its radical activism roots and 
commitment to fighting oppression. (See 
www.thejackpine.org.) 

National Board Members Erin Matson 
and April Guillaume, and TC NOW 
Chapter President Angi Montgomery-
Montez welcomed the attendees and 
opened the summit with comments from 
attendees about their association with 
NOW and reasons for attending.  

Presenter Laura Nelson (MN Advocates 
for Human Rights) provided 
overwhelming information about our 

topic, Domestic Violence in the 
Immigrant Community. Ana Pena 
(SMRLS Refugee Immigrant and 
Migrant Services), Lenore Millibergity 
(Immigrant Law Center of MN), and 
Tsehai Wodajo (Resources for the 
Enrichment of African Lives) 
participated in a lively panel discussion. 
Tsheia Wodajo closed the panel with a 
reading of a heart-felt poem about her 
experience with domestic violence.  

Inspired by the summit, regional NOW 
chapters will work on creating actions 
that both support our core issues and will 
help women of color in our local 
communities. The Prairie States Region 
is committed to this task. The summit 
was only a beginning.  

Women of Color 
and Allies Summit 
By April Guillaume 

WOCA attendees chatting before the presentation. 



Our Bodies, Our World 
MN NOW Annual State Conference 

Saturday, May 19, 2007 
Association of Minnesota Counties Building 

125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul 

Conference Schedule 
8:30 am Registration 
8:30 am Silent Auction Bidding Begins 
9:00 am Welcome and Opening Plenary 
10:00 am  Keynote Address: Dr. Lesley Atwood 

HPV Vaccine and Cervical Cancer  

11:15 am Break / Silent Auction Bidding 
11:30 am Presentation of Awards 

�� 2007 Feminist of the Year Award 
�� Charlotte Striebel Long Distance Runner 

Award 

12:00 pm Lunch  
12:30 pm Legislative Update (during lunch) 
  What’s Happening at the Capitol?  

1:00 pm Keynote Address: J. Drake Hamilton, 
Fresh Energy 

 Global Warming Solutions 

2:00 pm Break / Silent Auction Bidding   
  At-large Delegate Meeting  

*At-large members meet to elect State Board 
delegates/alternates 

2:15 pm Last chance for Silent Auction  
  Bidding! 

2:30 pm Afternoon Plenary  

3:45 pm Announcements / Silent Auction  
  Winners  
4:00 pm Adjourn 

Minnesota NOW 2007 State Conference Registration Fo rm 
Name     

Conference Registration Fees:  

Address     
$ Current NOW members, $35 

City  State Zip  
$ 

Non-Member (or lapsed) Registration, $ 50  
(includes 1-year membership) 

Member 
Status 
(check 
one):  

�
�� Member of _____________________________ Chapter 
�
�� At-large member      �� Non-member  

 
$ 

Pre-registered non-member students &  
senior citizens, $ 15 

 
$ 

Current NOW members—limited income  
(pay what you can) 

 
$ Donation to help sponsor another participant 

 
$ 

Box lunch, $10;  
�  Check here if you prefer Vegetarian option 

 
$ 

Total Enclosed.  
(Make checks payable to Minnesota NOW) 

Mail completed registration form and payment to: 
MN NOW, 550 Rice St. #102, St. Paul, MN 55103  

 �  Check here if you are willing to provide transport ation  
for others in your area. 

Do not mail in your registration after May 11, 2007 . If you cannot pre-
register, please come anyway and register at the do or. Please note, 
however, that we cannot provide lunch without pre-r egistration. Call MN 
NOW at (651) 222-1605 by May 11, 2007 if you need special 
arrangements due to hearing, sight, or mobility, ha ve special dietary 
needs, need a conference scholarship, have childcar e needs, or need 
transportation to the conference.  
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Minnesota NOW Elections 

Elections for the officers of Minnesota NOW will be held 
during the conference. All positions are up for election, 
including President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Legislative Coordinator. 

All officers are elected to one-year terms. Only members in 
good standing in National NOW for not less than one year and 
in Minnesota NOW for not less than three months prior to the 
conference are eligible to hold these offices. 

Those interested in running for any of the positions may 
contact President Shannon Drury at the MN NOW office at 550 
Rice St., #102, St. Paul, MN 55103, by calling (651) 222-1605, 
or sending an email to mnnow@mnnow.org. 

Nominating Committee  

Three members are elected for one-year terms. The committee 
shall not endorse candidates, but instead accepts nominations. 
Officers and the members of the nominating committee are to 
be elected by the entire State Conference. Nominations shall be 
made from the floor. 

Voting/Credentials 

Any NOW member who lives in Minnesota and who has been 
a member for at least 30 days before the conference is allowed 
to vote at the State Conference. To vote, a NOW member must 
be credentialed, which requires either a NOW membership 
card, listing of your name and membership expiration date on a 
National NOW membership record, a canceled check payable 
to NOW, or written verification by a chapter or state treasurer. 

Resolutions 

Resolutions are requested to be submitted in advance to the 
MN NOW office by May 1, 2007.  They should be typed and 
include the name and telephone number of the author. 
Resolutions may also be submitted from the floor during the 
Plenary session. (Please bring copies for everyone present to 
read.) 

At-Large State Board Members 

In addition to the election of officers voted on by all Minnesota 
NOW members, the State Conference is also the time when at-
large members (those members of MN NOW not affiliated with a 
chapter) elect their representatives. The following at-large 
elections will be held: 

1. At-large state board members. 
2. At-large delegates and alternates to the National 

Conference. 

Members may be nominated and/or elected as a delegate 
representing the at-large members of MN NOW. The number of 
delegates is determined by the number of at-large members 
attending this election. 

Silent Auction 

Minnesota NOW needs your products, services, and any other 
items for our annual silent auction. Winners will be announced at 
the end of the conference. For more information or to donate 
items, contact Beth Anderson or Shannon Kranzler Burdsal at 
mnvalleynow@yahoo.com by May 11, 2007. 

Conference Book 

Minnesota NOW is selling advertising space in the conference 
book. at the following rates: 

�� 1/8th page ad = $20 �� 1/2 page ad = $65 
�� 1/4th page ad = $35 �� Full page ad = $125 

All submissions must be camera-ready. NOW members receive a 
10% discount. Contact the MN NOW office at (651) 222-1605 or 
mnnow@mnnow.org before May 1, 2007 to place an ad. 

Awards Nominations 

Minnesota NOW is seeking nominations for our annual awards. 
The Feminist of the Year Award recognizes an outstanding  
NOW member. The Charlotte Streibel Long Distance Runner 
Award honors a lifetime of work for women’s equality. 
Nominations should be sent before May 1, 2007 to MN NOW 
President Shannon Drury at the MN NOW office at 550 Rice St. 
#102, St. Paul, MN 55103, or by email c/o mnnow@mnnow.org. 
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J. Drake Hamilton is Science Policy Director 
for Fresh Energy and the principal author of 
Fresh Energy’s report, Playing with Fire: 
Climate Change in Minnesota.  Hamilton gives 
many invited talks each year on global warming 
and cost-effective energy solutions.  

Speakers 

Hamilton serves on the board of the United States Climate 
Action Network, and helped found Congregations Caring for 
Creation.  She was accepted into the International Leader 
Program of the European Union; she spent September 2005 in 
Europe studying global warming policy solutions.  Last 
December she participated in the international climate change 
negotiations hosted by the U.N. in Montreal.  In 2007 she was 
trained by Al Gore to give presentations of his global warming 
slideshow.  

Lesley (Biscuit) Atwood, MD, is a Family 
Physician from Hastings, MN, where she has 
practiced for twenty-two years.  She has a strong 
commitment to women's health and is an active 
volunteer instructor in colposcopy training for 
residents from area medical schools. 

 Dr. Atwood is a member of the American Society of Cervical 
and Cytologic Pathology.   In 2005, she joined a team of health 
providers from ASCCP in Peru to teach a colposcopy course 
and evaluate and treat over 200 women in Cuzco identified as 
having abnormal PAP smears. She has traveled extensively 
around the world teaching Advanced Life Support in Obstetrics 
for the American Academy of Family Physicians and was the 
National Advisory Board Chair for the course. 
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Chapter News 

Fergus Falls Area NOW Announces New Leadership, Plans for 2007 
By Tanya Sundberg and Elizabeth Merz 

The Fergus Falls Area chapter has 
experienced a revitalization following the 
election of new officers and new active 
members. New officers are Tanya 
Sundberg, President; Jane Geisinger, 
Treasurer; and Teresa Blatti, Secretary. 

Tanya Sundberg is relatively new to 
NOW but has had a longstanding passion 
for feminist issues such as reproductive 
freedom, domestic violence prevention, 
and equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgendered individuals.  Tanya is 
currently on maternity leave and is 
expecting her second child in early April. 
She plans to resume her work as a 
feminist therapist in the near future. 

Jane Geisinger, a member of NOW since 

2003, took on the role of Treasurer 
because she wanted to become more 
active in the organization. Passing 
legislation that strengthens equal rights 
and equal pay is high on her priority list, 
along with reproductive choice. Jane 
believes the only way to reduce unwanted 
pregnancies is through comprehensive 
reproductive health care and education; 
not through legislation. 

Concern about reproductive freedom is 
the main reason Teresa Blatti decided to 
join and become active in NOW. She 
would like to see more young women 
take an active interest in this issue, 
knowing that they can make a difference 
through organizations like NOW to 

protect their reproductive rights and those 
of future generations of American 
women.  

For nearly two decades, and again this 
year, the Fergus Falls Area chapter 
celebrated Women’s History Month by 
distributing 2007 National Women's 
History posters to all area public and 
private schools, public and college 
libraries, and senior citizen centers.   

They are also planning their 14th Annual 
Scholarship Awards Celebration to be 
held June 12, 2007. This year they will be 
awarding a total of $2,000 in academic 
scholarships to graduating high school 
seniors and women who are pursuing 
further education. 

In response to controversy surrounding 
the new HPV vaccine, the Uptown 
chapter of the National Organization for 
Women (NOW) held an open meeting to 
discuss the HPV vaccine. Uptown NOW 
is also continuing conversations with 
State Representative Phyllis Kahn about 
her rescinded bill to mandate the vaccine 
and currently proposed bill to require 
scientific study of the vaccine. 

This January, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention's (CDC) 
Committee on Immunization Practices 
revised its recommendations to include 
the HPV vaccination for girls between the 
ages of 11 and 12. Though the CDC 
infrequently updates its recommended 
vaccination list, the list is non-binding 
and it is up to the states to decide whether 
or not to mandate a vaccine's use. If 
vaccinations were made mandatory, it's 
estimated 90 percent of HPV (Human 
Papillomavirus) cases could be prevented 
in U.S. women, along with 70 percent of 

cervical cancers. Cervical cancer results 
frequently from long-untreated HPV, 
which often does not show symptoms and 
may lie dormant for decades. HPV-
induced cervical cancer is the second-
most frequent cancer occurring in women 
worldwide. 

Recently much controversy has swirled 
around the vaccine. Texas Governor Rick 
Perry issued an executive order at the 
beginning of this year mandating that 
girls entering the sixth grade must get 
vaccinated beginning in the year 2008. 
Uptown NOW was excited to learn of 
Kahn’s initial bill to make the HPV 
vaccine mandatory. “At one of our recent 
Uptown NOW Happy Hours, we were 
discussing how excited we all were about 
the HPV vaccine and in the course of 
discussion we realized we all had friends 
in their 20s and 30s that have been 
affected by this disease,” said Trisha 
Hasbargen, co-president.  “The high cost 
of vaccinations like this make it difficult 

for girls and women at all economic 
levels to have access,” said Kris Hoplin, 
co-president. “Making it mandatory and 
providing access to all women and girls 
would be a huge step forward in the 
prevention of HPV and cervical cancer.“  
“Uptown NOW has moved to make this 
issue a priority for our chapter in the next 
year,” said Hoplin. "We are excited to 
raise awareness and work to wipe HPV 
off the map in Minnesota.” 

Uptown NOW will be following the HPV 
vaccine issue closely through the end of 
the 2007 legislative session and will be 
doing public education about HPV and 
cervical cancer prevention. If you are 
interested in getting involved in Uptown 
NOW and HPV prevention, go to the 
website at ww.myspace.com/uptownnow 
or email nowuptown@yahoo.com.  

Uptown NOW’s next Grrrl Power Happy 
Hour is Tuesday, April 17 at Aura in 
Calhoun Square from 5:30-7:00 pm. 

Uptown NOW Chapter Holds Open Meeting To Discuss HPV Vaccine Issue 
By Trisha Hasbargen and Kris Hoplin 



VOLUME 28,  ISSUE 1 MINNESOTA NOW TIMES PAGE 7 

Chapter News 

Calling All Area Feminists — 
St. Cloud/Great River NOW 
Needs You! 

The St. Cloud/Great River chapter is 
looking for young feminists and new 
members to bring a fresh perspective 
and a new direction to the chapter. This 
is an excellent opportunity for local 
feminists to take on the challenge of 
reactivating a chapter. Please contact 
Marjorie Fish at  (320) 253-5871 or 
email mnnow@mnnow.org for more 
information. 

MN Valley NOW Update and Upcoming Events 
By Shannon Kranzler Burdsal and Beth Anderson 
The Minnesota Valley NOW chapter  
was very active this past fall/winter in 
our outreach and fundraising endeavors, 
monthly meetings and presentations, and 
community education. 

On January 1, 2007, MN Valley NOW 
unveiled our website, mnvalleynow.org. 
The website is updated often and 
includes information about our meetings, 
a chapter blog, contact information for 
local, state, and national government 
entities, the National NOW news feed, 
and much more. We also created a 
chapter logo, established a chapter email 
address, and designed a membership 
database to improve communication with 
our members. 

We have an adventurous undertaking 
planned for next year. MN Valley NOW 
Co-Presidents Beth Anderson and 
Shannon Kranzler Burdsal recently met 
with a local theater company and 
proposed a joint venture to produce a   
V-Day benefit. Our proposal was 
accepted and we are excited to be 
bringing the event to the south of the 
river area in February 2008, the 10th 
anniversary of the event. V-Day, created 
by Eve Ensler, is a movement to end 
violence against women and girls and 
includes benefit performances of The 
Vagina Monologues  across the world. 
For more about V-Day, go to vday.org. 

Jane Geisinger, treasurer of the Fergus 
Falls Chapter, is starting a new 
women's magazine, "But, don't look for 
any celebrity gossip, make-up tips or 
fashion trends," she says. "It's not that 
kind of magazine." Forward Thinking 
Woman premiers this spring and is 
intended to encourage awareness and 
thoughtful discussion about legislative 
and social issues that are of concern to 
women. While each issue will profile a 
one woman of achievement and feature 
one woman in history, its primary focus 
will be on issues.  

Premier issues will have stories on 
global warming, peace demonstrations 
against war the Iraq, unfair labor 
practices in the Mariana Islands 
(which, as an American 
Commonwealth, can use "made in 
America" labels), and the need for pet 
sitters for families staying in crisis 
shelters. Other articles will focus on  
health, technology, and of course, 
humor. For information on subscribing 
or advertising, contact Geisinger at 
janegeisinger@charter.net 

MN NOW Member Starts 
New Women’s Magazine, 
Forward Thinking Woman 

Minnesota Valley NOW celebrated 
Women’s History Month with a Feminist 
Forum at their meeting on March 22, 
2007.  

Cindy Mark spoke on the feminist 
response to pornography and Gayle 
Bowler spoke on health freedom and our 
rights to good nutrition and access to 
alternative medicine.  Barbara Cohen 
was unable to attend the Forum, but sent 
along her essay on "Why I'm still a NOW 
member after all these years."   

Sue Crosbie brought in her collection of 
early Ms. Magazines.  It was clear from 
the cover stories that although progress 
has been made, some of the same 
feminist issues are being discussed today, 
thirty years later.   

Reporter Ruth Anne Maddox covered the 
event for the Savage Pacer and the Prior 
Lake American newspapers. 

MN Valley NOW Celebrates Women’s History Month 
By Beth Anderson 

Photo by Shannon Kranzler Burdsal 
MN Valley NOW Feminist Forum participants from left to right: Joyce Brouillette, Sue 
Crosbie, Beth Anderson, Kitty Merrill, Gayle Bowler, and Cindy Mark.  

For a list of MN NOW Chapters 
and contact information, go to: 

 
http://mnnow.org/chapters.htm 
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Moving? 
Please correct and return your mailing 
label to the MN NOW Office. 

MN NOW LDEF Renamed  
the  MN NOW Foundation 
By unanimous vote in December 2006, 
the Legal Defense & Education Fund 
(LDEF) Board approved the name 
change to the Minnesota NOW 
Foundation. The Minnesota NOW 
Foundation is a 501c(3) tax-deductible 
non-profit organization. It’s purpose is 
to collect and disseminate factual and 
legal information to educate citizens 
about issues affecting women in order 
to bring women into full legal rights 
under the U.S. and Minnesota 
Constitutions. If you would like to 
make a tax-deductible donation, please 
make your check payable to the MN 
NOW Foundation. For more 
information email mnnow@mnnow.org 
or call (651) 222-1605.  

Women We Honor  
Web Page Unveiled 
Minnesota NOW recently unveiled the 
“Women We Honor” web page at 
http://mnnow.org/honor.htm. 

As part of the annual fundraising 
campaign, MN NOW is displaying 
member messages to honor the 
significant women who have touched 
their lives. For contributions of $50 or 
more, members may submit a message 
like Shannon Drury’s in honor of her 
mother, Rita Drury: Thank you for your 
compassion and your strength. I 
wouldn't be MN NOW president 
without you! 

For more information  or to make a 
contribution, go to the “Women We 
Honor” web page at mnnow.org/
honor.htm or email 
mnnow@mnnow.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!   
 

Our Bodies, Our World 
MN NOW Annual State Conference 

Saturday, May 19, 2007 
Association of Minnesota Counties Building 

125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 

The 12th Annual International 
Women’s Day Celebration, coordinated 
by the MN Advocates for Human 
Rights, was held on March 3, 2007, at 
the University of Minnesota. The 
theme for this year’s event was 
“Crossing Borders, Connecting 
Cultures” and featured keynote speaker 
María José Alcalá from the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 

Several MN NOW members attended 
the event and volunteered at the MN 
NOW table including: Natasha Evans 
and Sherie McPherson-Higdon from 
MN Valley NOW, Angi Montgomery-
Montez from TC NOW and her 
daughters, Kalia and Kiara, Jessica 
Trites Rolle, State Treasurer and Kathy 
Ahrens, State Vice President. 

MN NOW Members Attend 
International Women’s Day 
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